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prison by pranayama before the death sentence can be
carried out
Jagat learns the true value of the price paid by his guru
to buy his 'perfection', and decides to be worthy of the price
rpaid. He deliberately sets out to woo and win Rama, the
daughter of his arch-enemy, who has been pining for him
and leads her with him to Ratnagadh as his mate and
comrade in the great work of nation-building.
It is clearly a first attempt. There are many faults in
the structure of the plot, in the denouement, in the style
and in the language of this work. But Jagat is very true
to life; Raghubhai, the villain of the piece, is a forceful
character. Anantananda—the Ideal—is in the background
more or less as becomes the Inspirer and Teacher. Among
the woman characters, there are only two who might be
considered here—Tanman and Rama. They are in strong
contrast to each other. The former is forceful and asser-
tive, magnificent in her rebellion and even in her defeat
Rama is the typical gentle Hindu maiden, her life being
inspired only by love and self-surrender.
Kono VUhka ? mercilessly exposes the trickeries of the
''self-styled religious teachers in Hindu society. The story
centres round Mani, a child-widow, who has been betrayed
by a so-called 'respectable man/ and who, to hide her
shame and save her child, escapes to a small village. Ulti-
mately, pursued by shocked respectability and obliging
vice, she seeks refuge with a student Muchakunda, a
gentleman in every sense. But some busy-bodies write to
Muchakunda's father, and the old man, bigoted and ortho-
dox though good-hearted, arrives, and to save his son,
forces him to marry his betrothed, the ugly, one-eyed
Kashi. Jealousy, poverty and Mani's beauty complicate
an unfortunate situation. Muchakunda falls ill; Mani,
defying conventions, nurses him. The patience of the poor
woman is angelic and her unceasing devotion to Mucha-
kunda—even to the extent of remaining with him while
her own child is drawing her last breath—is superb. After
-& time Kashi dies, and the lovers are united in wedlock.
It has been successfully rendered on the cinema film,
but as a novel it is certainly weak. The work is character-
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